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Trip Overview 
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DURATION 

13 Days 

STYLE 

Luxury / Guided 

STARTING LOCATION   /   ENDING LOCATION 

Windhoek, Namibia   /   Windhoek, Namibia 

ALL INCLUSIVE FEE 

$ 9,695 
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Introduction 
 

Namibia is a vast country, even by African standards, covering an area approximately four times the size of the United 
Kingdom but with a population of a mere 2 million - one of the lowest densities in the world. It is also an 'ageless land’; 
visible through the heritage of rock art created by stone-age artists and geological attractions such as the petrified forest 
where fossilised tree trunks have lain for over 280 million years. Added to the space and silence, these all contribute to 
a feeling of antiquity, solitude and wilderness.   

The climate is typical of a semi-desert country. Days are warm to hot and nights are generally cool. Temperatures are 
modified by the high plateau in the interior and by the cold Benguela Current that runs along the Atlantic coastline. 
Except for the first few months of the year, the country is generally dry with very little rain. 

This guided Namibian safari affords you the chance to experience this magnificent and memorable country in a very 
personal way. You will have your own professional and experienced safari guide who will enhance your enjoyment of 
this unique country by making it a fascinating and stress-free journey of discovery amidst very dramatic scenery. The 
knowledge, experience and attitude of our guides are critical to a successful safari which is why we ensure that they are 
both personable and very professional.  

Your guides have an intimate knowledge of each area and camp/lodge that you visit, allowing them to share the local 
highlights whilst adding continuity and depth to your safari. It goes without saying that they know exactly what a "True 
African Safari" is all about. Not only are our guides highly qualified, each has a specific area of expertise. Together they 
possess the breadth and depth of knowledge to allow them to answer questions and satisfy the particular interests of 
each of our guests. Your guide will turn your safari into an experience of a lifetime! 
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ITINERARY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Travel with one of Namibia’s most reputable and well-known naturalist guides 

 Embark on a cheetah drive with the Cheetah Conservation Fund 

 Track for desert-adapted elephants in ephemeral river systems  

 Enjoy a scenic sundowner drive on top of the Etendeka Plateau 

 Visit one or more Himba settlements in the Sesfontein area and learn more about their culture 

 Visit the UNESCO World Heritage Site at Twyfelfontein 

 Experience the usually cooler coastal air on the coast of the Atlantic Ocean 

 View the birdlife at the Walvis Bay Lagoon  

 Photograph and explore some of the world’s highest free-standing sand dunes at Sossusvlei 

 Take a helicopter ride over the dunes at dawn or dusk 

 Travel along the scenic D707 road along the border of the Namib Naukluft National Park 

 Photograph the hauntingly picturesque ghost towns of the colonial mining era, Kolmanskop and Elizabeth Bay 

 Visit the Quivertree Forest. 

 

 

 

ITINERARY IN BRIEF 

 

Day 1  Arrival in Namibia, road transfer to River Crossing Lodge, Greater Windhoek Area 

Day 2  Drive to Cheetah View Eco Lodge, the Cheetah Conservation Fund, Otjiwarongo Area 

Day 3  Drive to Grootberg Lodge, Damaraland 

Day 4  Drive to Palmwag Lodge, Damaraland 

Day 5   Drive to Hansa Hotel, Swakopmund 

Day 6, 7 & 8 Drive to Sossus Dune Lodge, Namib Naukluft National Park, Sossusvlei Area 

Day 9 & 10 Drive to the Nest Hotel, Lüderitz  

Day 11  Drive to Quivertree Forest Rest Camp, Keetmanshoop Area  

Day 12  Drive back to River Crossing Lodge, Greater Windhoek Area  

Day 13  Road transfer to the Windhoek International Airport, departure from the airport. 
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Detailed Itinerary 
 
Day 1 (12 April 2020) 
Arrival in Namibia and the Greater Windhoek Area 
 

After landing at Windhoek’s International Hosea Kutako Airport, you will be welcomed by a local representative before 
being transferred to your lodge which is situated just east of Windhoek, where you overnight in some of their beautifully 
designed rooms. Spend the rest of the afternoon at leisure recovering from your long flight and appreciating the unique 
surroundings of the lodge, before settling down to dinner at River Crossing’s in-house restaurant.  

River Crossing Lodge: Situated just east of Namibia’s capital city Windhoek and nestled amongst the foothills of the Auas 
Mountains lies River Crossing Lodge in the heart of a 6,500ha private game reserve. The large dining room leads out 
onto a deck, where dramatic views of Windhoek, the mountains and surrounding game farm abound. The first meeting, 
held to welcome all guests and to co-ordinate logistics for the next day will be followed by dinner before retiring. All 
rooms are equipped with cable and wireless Internet access.  

Overnight: River Crossing Lodge 

Dinner & Local Beverages 

www.rivercrossing.com.na 

 
 
Day 2 (13 April 2020) 
The Greater Windhoek Area to the Otjiwarongo Area  
 

This morning the photo workshop starts in earnest. You depart Windhoek in a safari vehicle heading in a northerly 
direction to the Cheetah Conservation Fund and Cheetah View Eco Lodge, where you stay overnight. This afternoon you 
take part in a scheduled one-hour cheetah safari drive with a knowledgeable CCF guide to view and photograph the 
Cheetah Conservation Fund resident cheetahs in their natural habitat. 

Cheetah Conservation Fund: CCF's focus is on research, conservation and education. A stop over at CCF breaks the long 
journey to Damaraland and provides a worthwhile, enjoyable and informative visit for the tourist. The large modern 
Education Centre houses a museum that provides details on how the cheetah differs from the 36 other cat species, how 
the cheetah is adapted for a high-speed sprint and its specialized hunting techniques, and finally, the cheetah's life-cycle 
from cub to adult.  

Cheetah View Lodge: With uninterrupted views of the Waterberg Plateau, the Cheetah View Lodge is the ideal setting 
for travelers who want to witness a world class conservation facility at work. All proceeds from the lodge support the 
CCF’s continuing efforts to save the cheetah, promote ethical farming and teach coexistence in Namibia. 

Overnight: Cheetah View Eco Lodge 

Full Board (meals, a scheduled shared PM CCF cheetah drive & local beverages) 

www.cheetahecolodge.com 
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Day 3 (14 April 2020) 
The Otjiwarongo Area to Damaraland 
 

After breakfast your journey continues into the wonderful and diverse region of Damaraland. Along the way you will be 
treated to an exciting 4x4 excursion with your guide along the ephemeral river valleys to explore this remarkable region 
and to search for game, including the elusive desert adapted elephants, if they are in the area. Damaraland is home to 
a variety of desert adapted wildlife and hidden desert treasures. As the elephants are mostly active in the mornings you 
will normally have the best chance to see them then. You then continue to Grootberg Lodge, where you stay overnight.  
Should time permit, you embark on a scheduled scenic sundowner drive on top of the Etendeka Plateau with a lodge 
guide. 

Damaraland is typified by displays of colour, magnificent table topped mountains, rock formations and bizarre-looking 
vegetation. The present-day landscape has been formed by the erosion of wind, water and geological forces which have 
formed rolling hills, dunes, gravel plains and ancient river terraces. It is the variety and loneliness of the area as well as 
the scenic splendour which will reward and astound you, giving one an authentic understanding of the word 'wilderness'.  

Desert Adapted Elephant: In habitats with sufficient vegetation and water an adult elephant consumes as much as 300 
kg of roughage and 230 liters of water every day of its life. Desert adapted elephant in Kaokoland and the Namib walk 
further for water and fodder than any other elephant in Africa. The distances between waterholes and feeding grounds 
can be as great as 68 km. The typical home range of a family herd is larger than 2,000 km², or eight times as big as ranges 
in central Africa where rainfall is much higher. 

Grootberg Lodge: Perched on the rim of the Grootberg Plateau, Grootberg Lodge offers unsurpassed views over the Klip 
River Valley below. This pristine wilderness can be explored either on foot or by vehicle to encounter the inhabitants of 
this remote biosphere. Desert adapted elephant, black rhino, giraffe, kudu, oryx and lion are just some of the animals 
that roam this area. 

Overnight: Grootberg Lodge 

Full Board (meals, a scheduled shared sundowner drive with the lodge & local beverages) 

www.grootberg.com  

 

 

Day 4 (15 April 2020) 
Damaraland 
 

Today after an early breakfast your guide will take you to the Sesfontein area for a Himba visit for a full day excursion 
where you can visit one of more homesteads. You may have to search for a while as the semi-nomadic Himba people 
sometimes move location with no notice. They are one of the last truly traditional peoples of Namibia and have little 
time for conventional practices. Here you will learn about the customs and traditions of this very proud nation, and will 
be given insight into their beliefs, way of life and everyday routine. You also have the opportunity to explore wildlife, if 
they are in the area around Sesfontein. A picnic lunch will be enjoyed en-route and arrival at the lodge will be in the late 
afternoon or early evening, after a long yet rewarding day.  

The Himba: The Himba, Tjimba and other Herero people who inhabit Namibia’s remote north-western Kunene Region 
are loosely referred to as the Kaokovelders. The largest group of Kaokovelders is the Himba, semi-nomads who live in 
scattered settlements throughout the Kunene Region. They are a tall, slender and statuesque people, characterized 
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especially by their proud yet friendly bearing. The women especially are noted for their unusual sculptural beauty, 
enhanced by intricate hairstyles and traditional adornments. They rub their bodies with red ochre and fat, a treatment 
that protects their skins against the harsh desert climate. 

A fire burns in the headman’s hut day and night, to keep away insects and provide light and heating. A family may move 
from one home to another several times a year to seek grazing for their goats and cattle. Men, women and children 
adorn themselves with necklaces, bracelets, anklets and belts made from iron and shell beads. With their unusual and 
striking designs, these items have gained a commercial value and are being produced on a small scale for the urban 
market. Sculptural headrests are sought-after items. 

Palmwag Lodge: Palmwag Lodge offers an oasis of Makalani palms in this unique and arid landscape. The Lodge is 
located on the edge of the 5,500 km² Palmwag Concession which is home to an interesting array of flora and fauna. The 
variety of game includes rhino, giraffe, hyena, oryx, Hartmann’s mountain zebra, leopard, kudu, desert adapted 
elephant, lion and springbok.  

Overnight: Palmwag Lodge 

Full Board (meals, excursions & local beverages) 

www.palmwaglodge.com 

 

Day 5 (16 April 2020) 
Damaraland to Swakopmund 
 

This morning your guide will take you to visit the geological sites of the pre-historic Twyfelfontein rock engravings. 
Afterwards, your journey continues past the Brandberg Mountain in the distance, Namibia’s tallest mountain standing 
at 2,574m in height, before heading south along the coastal road to reach Swakopmund. This evening you head out to 
dinner with your guides to one of the popular restaurants in town specializing in fresh seafood. 

Twyfelfontein: Strewn over a hillside amongst flat-topped mountains of red sandstone, Twyfelfontein’s boulders and 
slabs of red sandstone hold some 2,500 prehistoric engravings that depict wildlife, animal spoor and abstract motifs. 
These days a local guide accompanies visitors to showcase the rock art. The engravings lie along two circular routes, one 
an hour’s climb and the other 40 minutes longer. Twyfelfontein is one of Namibia’s key National Monuments and is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

Swakopmund: Swakopmund resembles a small, German coastal resort nestled between the desert and the sea. The 
advent of World War I halted developments and the town sank into decline until an asphalt road opened between 
Windhoek and Swakopmund. Although the sea is normally cold for swimming there are pleasant beaches and the cooler 
climate is refreshing after the time spent in the desert. 

Hansa Hotel: A timeless classic forming part of Swakopmund’s architectural culture is the grand Hansa Hotel, dating 
back to 1905. This luxurious residence places emphasis not only on personalized service and elegant style, but also 
affordability. 

Overnight: Hansa Hotel 
Full Board (meals, excursions & local beverages) 

www.hansahotel.com.na 
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Day 6 (17 April 2020) 
Swakopmund to the Sossusvlei Area 
 

Today your journey heads south along the scenic coastal road to the port town of Walvis Bay. Here you will have the 
opportunity to view the birdlife at the Walvis Bay Lagoon. Afterwards the fascinating drive takes you further through 
the awesome and ever-changing desert landscapes of the Namib Naukluft National Park as you make your way into the 
Namib Desert to reach Sossus Dune Lodge. Lunch is enjoyed at a scenic location, and you will also have the opportunity 
to stop for picturesque photo shoots along the way. After the long drive, you may explore Elim Dune or just relax and 
soak in the scenic and tranquil surroundings at Sossus Dune Lodge. 

Walvis Bay Lagoon: Walvis Bay is the biggest naturally protected harbour in the Namibian coastline. The natural lagoon 
has been declared a Ramsar site, a shorebird protection status, due to the importance of the area for migrating 
shorebirds.   

Sesriem Canyon: Sesriem Canyon has evolved through centuries of erosion by the Tsauchab River which has incised a 
narrow gorge about 1.5km long and 30m deep into the surrounding conglomerates, exposing the varying layers of 
sedimentation deposited over millions of years.  

Sossus Dune Lodge: Sossus Dune Lodge is ideally located with dramatic views out over the surrounding desert 
landscapes; its unique location allows you early entry into the dunes at Sossusvlei an hour before sunrise and a late exit, 
an hour after sunset. There is a large main area consisting of a dining room, a swimming pool, and a pleasant bar. From 
the lodge you can take an easy walk to explore the local area, or just relax on your balcony or by the pool. 

Overnight: Sossus Dune Lodge 

Full Board (meals, excursions & local beverages) 

www.nwr.com.na 

 

Day 7 & 8 (18 & 19 April 2020) 
Sossusvlei / Namib Desert 
 

Today and tomorrow are dedicated to exploring this remarkable area with your guides, rising early to make your way 
into the heart of the Namib Naukluft National Park for magical excursions into the dune fields. This area boasts some of 
the highest free-standing sand dunes in the world. Once you have explored the dune fields to your heart’s content you 
can enjoy a relaxed picnic breakfast in the shade of a camel thorn tree. You then return to Sossus Dune Lodge in the 
early afternoon for lunch - the rest of the afternoon is at your leisure (from experience, this is usually welcomed after 
an exhilarating morning in the dunes), although some avid photographers may wish to return to the dunes for more 
photographic opportunities in the late afternoon.  

NOTE: Options to consider during your stay at the Sossus Dune Lodge: 

1. include a sunrise balloon flight over the Namib Naukluft National Park (optional extra at your cost) 

2. embark on one scenic helicopter flight (included in the workshop fee) over Sossusvlei and surrounding 

dune fields. Recommended either at dawn or dusk for the best light over the dunes. 
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Sossusvlei: This most frequently visited section of the massive 50,000km² Namib Naukluft National Park has become 
known as Sossusvlei, famous for its towering apricot colored sand dunes which can be reached by following the 
Tsauchab River valley. Roughly once a decade rainfall over the catchment area is sufficient to bring the river down in 
flood and fill the pan. On such occasions the mirror images of dunes and camel thorn trees around the pan are reflected 
in the water. Sossusvlei is the biggest of four pans in the vicinity. Another, famous for its gnarled and ghostly camel 
thorn trees, is Deadvlei which can be reached on foot over 1km of sand. Deadvlei’s striking camel thorn trees; dead for 
want of water, still stand erect as they once grew. They survived until about 900 years ago when the sand sea finally 
blocked the river from occasionally flooding the pan. 

Overnight: Sossus Dune Lodge 

Full Board (meals, excursions & local beverages)  
 

Day 9 (20 April 2020) 
The Sossusvlei Area to Lüderitz 
 

Today’s journey takes you further south and through the spectacular scenery of the Tiras Mountain Conservancy to 
reach the wind-swept coastal town of Lüderitz, keeping a lookout for the legendary feral desert horses along the way. 
In the late afternoon your guide will arrange for you to visit the ghost town of Kolmanskop where you will have the 
opportunity to explore the desolate streets and abandoned buildings and photograph this fascinating site before 
returning to Lüderitz for dinner with your guide at one of the popular restaurants in Lüderitz which specializes in fresh 
seafood. 

Feral Horses: An intriguing feature of the Sperrgebiet is the legendary desert horses seen from the road when traveling 
between Lüderitz and Aus. About 100km east of Lüderitz, a signpost indicates the turn-off to Garub, a maintained water 
point where the wild horses can be observed and photographed as they come back to drink. 

Lüderitz Bucht: The town of Lüderitz stands in isolation on a great frontier between the desert and ocean. A peninsula 
with numerous coves, locally called fjords and bays, juts out of the coast at an angle to form the bay proper. Three small 
islands – Penguin, Seal and Flamingo – lie within the bay. Shark Island was once also an island in the bay, but a solid 
causeway now joins it to the mainland. It encloses the harbor and yacht basin. 

Kolmanskop Ghost Town: Namibia’s most famous ghost town, Kolmanskop, is situated in the Sperrgebiet about 10km 
inland from Lüderitz. In spite of, or probably because of, the isolation and bleakness of the surrounding desert, 
Kolmanskop developed into a lively little haven of German culture, offering entertainment and creation to suit the 
requirements of the affluent colonialists for whom large, elegant houses were built. Today the ghost town’s crumbling 
ruins bear little resemblance to its former glory. The stately homes, their grandeur now scoured and demolished by the 
wind, are gradually becoming sand. In 1980 a number of the buildings were restored and a museum established for 
tourist viewing.   

Lüderitz Nest Hotel: Situated directly on the Bay, Lüderitz Nest Hotel offers various facilities. The restaurant offers an 
excellent variety of seafood, including the famous Lüderitz oyster and lobster, freshly attained out of the vibrant fishing 
harbor. 

Overnight: Nest Hotel Lüderitz        

Full Board (meals, excursions & local beverages)  
www.nesthotel.com 
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Day 10 (21 April 2020) 
Elizabeth Bay / Kolmanskop 
 

Today you will be treated to a fascinating excursion into the Sperrgebiet restricted area to visit the historic sights of 
Elizabeth Bay and Kolmanskop. The ghost towns’ crumbling ruins bear little resemblance to their former glory. The 
stately homes, their grandeur now scoured and demolished by the wind, is gradually becoming sand. After your guided 
excursion there will be time to wander around the desolate streets and abandoned buildings before returning to Lüderitz 
and heading out to dinner with your guide to a popular restaurant in town. 

Elizabeth Bay Ghost Town: Located about 30km south of Lüderitz within the Sperrgebiet National Park, Elizabeth Bay 
ghost town lies on the coast and has therefore eroded much faster than Kolmanskop ghost town. The town was built to 
house mineworkers and their families. The mine was reopened nearby the ghost town in 1991 with modern 
infrastructure and can be seen on the drive to Elizabeth Bay ghost town. The workforce for this new mine now lives in 
Lüderitz. 

Overnight: Nest Hotel Lüderitz        

Full Board (meals, excursions & local beverages)  
 

Day 11 (22 April 2020) 
Lüderitz to the Keetmanshoop Area 
 

It’s up early this morning for one last excursion to Kolmanskop. The aim is to reach Kolmanskop early enough to set up 
your equipment in time to see the sun rise and to capture the dunes and remnants of yesteryear at best light whilst the 
light is soft and shadows accentuate their eerie shapes and curves. Afterwards your journey takes you east and inland 
to reach the Quivertree Forest Rest Camp on the outskirts of Keetmanshoop. 

Quivertree Forest: A popular subject for photographers, the Quivertree Forest harbors around 300 Quiver Trees (Aloe 
dichotoma), also referred to by its Afrikaans name Kokerboom. They produce bright yellow flowers during the winter 
months (June and July) and their trunks are smooth and shiny with light creamy to silvery-grey bark which peels and 
forms intricate rectangular and diamond-shaped patterns as the tree matures. The Quiver Tree mostly occurs in black 
rock formations (dolerite), needed to anchor the plants which have a shallow spread root system. 

Quivertree Forest Rest Camp: Visits the wonder of nature and relax at the close-by rest camp. Attend the cheetah feeding 
in the afternoon. 

Overnight: Quivertree Forest Rest Camp 

Full Board (meals, excursions & local beverages)  
www.quivertreeforest.com  
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Day 12 (23 April 2020) 
The Keetmanshoop Area to the Greater Windhoek Area 
 

Sunrise photography at Quiver Tree Forest and cheetah photography with Quivertree Forest Rest Camp. Afterwards 
your journey takes you north along the western side of the Kalahari Desert via the small towns of Mariental and 
Rehoboth to Windhoek. Shortly after departing Windhoek you arrive at the River Crossing Lodge in the mid-afternoon 
where you spend the last night of your safari. 

Overnight: River Crossing Lodge 

Full Board (meals, excursions & local beverages)  

 

Day 13 (24 April 2020)  
Departure 
 

Today you will be collected from your lodge and transferred by road to the Hosea Kutako Windhoek International Airport 
to check-in for your ongoing flight.  

This is officially the end of your Namibian Safari. We hope to see you again soon, Bon voyage…! 

Breakfast  
 

 

 

Vehicle Characteristics 
  

 Roof pop Tops for better photography and 
game viewing vantage points 

 Air Conditioning 
 Onboard Fridge/freezers and plenty of water. 
 Personal library, which includes a series of 

guidebooks, maps, stationery and checklists.  
 220-volt electrical charging point, to charge 

electrical devices whilst traveling.  
 Guaranteed window seat on every safari. 
 VHF inter-vehicle radios that allow multi 

vehicle groups to communicate with each 
other while ‘on the road’ 
  

 
Our guides also travel with their renowned ‘MAGIC BOXES’, which ensure all en-route catering needs are taken care 
of, from a bush breakfast and coffee and tea stops to majestic sundowners.  
 
 

------  WORKSHOP ENDS  ------ 

 


